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out. Hundreds of thousands of words of this testimony were
ready for the Senate when revolution flared forth again south
of the Rio Grande, this time under the competent leadership
of General Alvaro Obregon who started with a nucleus of
two thousand Yacqui Indians from the west coast state of
Sonora. When he arrived in Mexico City he had an army of
seventeen thousand.
President Carranza with his army finally in revolt fled to
the mountains and was there assassinated by his own men.
Obregon became the master of Mexico. Banditry slowly sub-
sided and law and order, such as is possible in Mexico at any
time, was reestablished. The eventual assassination of Obregon
by political enemies was but a juncture in the slow process.
Mexico's most peaceful and most prosperous era was en-
compassed within the thirty-year reign of Porfirio Diaz. The
term "reign" is correct for Diaz was Mexico's absolute dic-
tator, but he eventually went the way of all dictators. Diaz
reigned with his Rurales—a highly trained corps of semi-
military police—who knew how to deal with enemies of the
regime.
For a decade and a half, Mexico's foreign relations were
excellent. Foreigners were permitted by Diaz to come in and
spend their money in developing the mines, the oilfields,
the railroads of Mexico. They were protected by the iron hand
of Porfirio Diaz, a sufficient guarantee. Then towards the end,
Diaz made the mistake of turning soft and benevolent. He
established the University of Mexico to which the rich young
gentlemen from the vast domains of their fathers, the splendid
haciendas of the hinterlands, came at his invitation to obtain
their culture. Among professors drafted from the universities
of Europe came those of the Sorbonne and the University of
Paris. They were permitted to teach Jean Jacques Rousseau,
Voltaire and other elders who had put the fire of the French

